
k4-

,2
' T T

leafing only ose or two little pockets
of Germans to be mowed, up, further
south.

OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS
OF DAY'S FIGHTING

LOS DON, May 9. Following ore the
official report on Me lighting in France
ant Flandert:

BRITISH (HIOHT) At the close of
the fighting this morning In La Clj

sector the. French and
British positions on this front were
completely reestablishes.

Following; upon hostile artillery se-

llvlty already reported, the enemy
launched two local attacks early this
morning In the neighborhood of Al-

bert and Boustncourt In the latter,
locality the enemy's attack was broken
uR by our rifle and machine gun (Ire
and failed to reach our trenches.

At Albert, after suffering heavy cas-

ualties from our fire, his troops suc-

ceeded In effecting a lodgment In our
advanced position on a front of about
ISO yards.

' On the remainder of tho British
front there Is nothing to rsport beyond
artillery activity on both sides In the
different sectors.
'BBITI8H (DATl-Suecessf- ui coun-

ter attacks 'launched- - by British and
French troops yesterday In I. le

sector drove the enemy
from the portions of the allied front
line In which he had gained a footing
during the morning and reestablished
the positions originally held by us.
We captured several prisoners.

The enemy again attacked north of
Xemmel this morning and succeeded
In pressing back our lines slightly at
one point,' where tne fighting contin-
ues.

Troops of two Herman divisions
took part In the enemy's attack yes-
terday morning. Heavy casualties
were Inflicted on them by our artillery
fire, as well as In infantry fighting,
both during the attack and In the sub-
sequent counter attack.

Iocal fighting took place also yes-
terday at llucquoy. In the course of
which we captured thirty prisoners.
During the night further progress was
made by us between the Somme and
the Ancre. Our new positions In this
sector were Improved. Several prison-
ers were taken by us.

Hostile raids wero repulsed In the
neighborhood of Lens and Merrls. The
enemy's artillery developed consider-
able activity during the night In the
Albert sector.

FHK5CH (NIGHT) There was
marked activity by both artilleries on
the Hallles-Montdidi- er front.

FBE5CH (DAY) Spirited artillery
fighting occurred last night north and
south of the Avre.

German patrols attempting to ap-
proach our lines in the region of
Campelle Ht. Algnan were repulsed.

OKBUAX (HAY) During the re-
pulse of Kngllsh advances on the
southern bank of the Lys, near Buc-quo- y.

and south of Albert, we took a
number of prisoners. During yester-
day's unsuccessful night attack by
'Australian troops on the Corbie-Bra- y

road forty-fiv- e prisoners. Including
four officers, remained In our hands.

North or the Luce and on the west-
ern bank of the Avre the artillery bat-
tle continues to be lively. On the rest
of the front there were successful
reconnoitring advances at several
points.

The enemy has lost thirty-seve- n air-
planes in the last few days In aerial
lighting and by Are from our anti-
aircraft guns.

BRITISH SOWN 22 PLANES.

Tost of Bombs Dropped on Doaal
aad Marrolng.

London. May 9. The official state-
ment relative to aerial operations issued
by the War Office ht says:

vatrenuous fighting took place
throughout the day, 22 hostile machine's
being driven down, 7 were compelled to
alight out of control, and 1 was shot
down by machine gun Are from the
ground. Seven of our machines are miss-
ing.

J'Owtng to the mist, only a few of our
airplanes were able to go out after dark.
A ton of bombs, however, was dropped on
railway stations nt Doual and Marcolng.
All the machines returned."

NEUTRAL SEES ONLY
BLUFF IN PEACE TALK

Norwegian Editor Believes
Germany Depend on Sword.
Sftcia: Cabl' M(rA to The Ei fier. the

London Timet.
CepyrlgU, 1911; oil rlfMi reterved.

Ciibistiania. May 9. Commenting
upon the German peace offensive, the
foreign editor of the Atcnpottcn says
that the German demeanor of e mo-

ment Is In true conformity with Berlin
of the past, alternately operating the
mailed (1st with sweetmeats. In the
opinion of this man the Brest-Lltovs- k

peace Is tho most colossal piece of de
ceptton In history. He Is clearly con
vinced of the Impossibility of peaco by
understanding by the American, the
latter possessing, In his opinion, too
great a portion of Anglo-tiaxo- n good
sense of realities to allow themselves to
be duped by the Insinuating phrases of
aipiomacy.

Broadly Judging the rtltlon of the
Kntcnto peace question, the editor of the
4rcnpoaten pays that one ought to bear
n mind that Germany by hnr political

manoeuvres has divested herself of every
Shred of confidence, as by her military
fnanccuvrcs she has created International
hatred for herself.

Therefore, ho cays, It li no mere
phrase when President Wilson and the
other Entente leaders say that It Is use-je- ss

to concludo peace with the present
"lords of Berlin. He expresses the con-
viction, based upon the gainful expe-
dience!", that these lords or perhaps the
rnKjhtler behind them have not dropped
k syllable from the original programme
tt warfaro to the end.
1
1 COLYN DENIES PEACE YARV

patch Financier Repudiates Re.
if port lie la German Agent.

Amsterdam, May 9. On his return

k m England, former Minister of War
lyn stated to the .Vletcc Rotterdamtche
ii rant when asked as to rumors that

lie went there In connection with a
pcacn mission, that his business In

gangland was In the interest of an oil
ompny of which lie is manager,

'i Regarding the coupling of his name
(with peace rumors, ho said he wns In
'fentlre accord with what Foreign Secr-
etary Balfour said In Parliament on Mo-
nday when he Ktattd that there was no
Sreprescntatlve of a neutral nation In
'England for the purpose of making sug- -

atlons oi pcuee negotiations.

PEACE PARLEY AT KIEV.

lassla Accepts German Proposal
far I'kralnn .Meeting Tbrre.

1i.VDON, May 9, An official Russian
Ireless despatch says that M, Tchltche- -

In, Bolshevik Foreign Minister, has
lired tho German Government at Kiev
hat the Ituaalan Government accepts

e proposal of Germany ooncernlnr
faesce negotiations with Ukraine at Kiev,
5 The conditions Include unhindered fa.
tllltles for Russian exports tn croan the

w frontier at Kurk and the Russians to
nave a oirect wire to Moscow,

BRITAIN MUST RAISE

OUTPUT OF TONNAGE

Now Falling Far Short of
Minimum Planned by tho

Admiralty.

tttc'al Cable Detects to Taa ,tn frtm ti' London Timet.
CtnrtiU. all Hfl nttrrtt.

London, May 9. Out of a total of
1,100,000 tons of new shipping atated
by the Admiralty as the desirable mini-
mum there have been produced In the
first four months of the year, says the
Timet, Just 424,000 tons, leaving 1.378,-00- 0

tons to be built In the remaining
eight months. If the total output consid-
ered practicable a few weeks ago Is to
be achieved.

This means that the monthly average
output until the end of the rear must
be raised to at least 172,000 tons, a
much higher amount than has been at-
tained since the end of 1114. The total
of 1,800,000 tons for the year falls far
short of whst In really required, but
It Is the minimum with which, after the
recent official announcement, the coun-
try should be satisfied.

The naval expert of the Timet, writing
on the same subject, says the diminished
output Is due partly to the demands
made upon the shipbuilding and marine
engineering resources of the country by
repair work, which since January has
Increased 40 per cent. In March last Sir
Eric Geddes, First Lord of the Ad-

miralty, stated that the repair of dam-
aged vessels waa then occupying more
men and mora highly skilled men than
new merchant shtp building.

The British tonnage losses In April
are not yet available, but it was off-
icially stated on Tuesday that the sink-
ings of submarines are steadily Increas-
ing, white merchant ehlp sinkings are
steadily decreasing, tf the lasses In
April were 20 per cent less than the
monthly average In the first quarter
they would atilPbe considerably over the
tonnage output for the month. It Is
obvious that the new shipbuilding pro-
gramme Is not meeting the submarine
problem satisfactorily.

A high naval authority y. com-
menting upon a speech by Admiral Rims,
in which he spoke of the Increased de-

struction of submarines, said hi op-

timism was Justified by the fact that
with the 'fine weather which Is-- coming
now tne British can bring their anti
submarine devices Into fuller play.

At zeeorugge there has been cons d- -
arable activity by airmen of the Allies,
who have noted that the ships sunk by
tne British to close the harbor are still
In position and that the canal Is still
wholly blocked.

AMERICA NOT INCLUDED.
Offlclats Say ships Bnllt Here Mast

Have Been Omitted.
Warhixoton- - Slav ) nmii v,.r

were unable y to reconcile the
British announcement of tonnage built
In allied countries during the first quar-
ter of i18, if the United States was
meant to be Included, with the output
of American varria amAnnM,.. A .tt
941 tons In that period. Yards in the
iniipa ivingaom were ssm to have.,iiirnM nil, .1 ' ,,, ,fna n.M.u
as the total of all allied countries was
given as only. 544.327 tons It was
inougm nere mat pernap tne British
figures did not Include the United States.

The Nfftnriv lnip.... In A.-.- . ...
Wit has been gratifying to shipbuilding
onicjaiH. Beginning wttn 79.341 tons
In January the production Increased to
120,700 tons In February. 166.700 in
March, wien ri.tavi In msl,,ui
encountered, and 240.000 tons In April.

APRIL DECREASE LARGE.
Shipyards Tied lp In Making; Re-

pair to Merchantmen.
London. May 9. In April merchant

ships with an aggregate gross tonnaite
of 111,533 were completed In yards of
the United Kingdom and entered for
service, compered with 161,674 In
March, according to an Admiralty state-
ment. The total for the year ended April
30 was 1,279,337 tons. Last month's
output was achieved notwithstanding a
large Incrcaso in the repairing of mer-
chantmen.

The amount of shipping completed in
allied and neutral countries In the first
quarter of 1916 was 544,327 tons. Yards
of the United Kingdom turned out 320,
2S0 tons In this period. The Admiralty
statement also shows that the total con
structlon In 1917 In the United Kingdom
and allied and neutral countries was
'..907.786 tons, of which the United
Kingdom produced 1,163,474 tons.

DOWNS 3 PLANES IN 5 MINUTES,

rrrnch Filer Accredited With at
Least Thirty-fou- r of Knemj.

PAms, May 9. Within five minutes on
Tuesday Sub-Lieu- t. Nungesser. lesdlng
French aviator, brought down his thirty- -
third and thirty-fourt- h CJerman ma-
chines and damaged another, which un-
doubtedly will be placed to his credit.
On Sunday he knocked out two other en-
emy airplanes which have not been re-

corded officially.
Sub-Lieu- t. Nungesser, during three

years of air fighting, has been wounded
seventeen times and has served on

bombing expeditions.
French aviation has suffered a creat

loss In the death within a few days of
three aces. who. between them, had

for more than forty-fiv- e Ger-
mans. Lleht. Chaput, with sixteen Ger-
mans to his credit, was killed Tuesday,
while Sub-Lieu- t. Demeuldre. with thir
teen victories, was killed in the reeion of
the Somme yesterday. Capt. Ml erf re met
death while dltectlnt; an infantry attack
from a very low altitude. Ho whs struck
by a machine gun bullet fired from the
ground.

2 AMERICAN AIRMEN KILLED.

Victims of Airplane Accidents tn
KiiKlund and France,

London. May 9. Second Lieutenant
Dudley ('.. Falrbalrn of Illlnolu was
killed near Montrose on Wednesday
when his airplane fell accidentally.

Wash inoton. May 9, Bdward Au-
gustus Smith, Jr., of 1605 West North
avenue, Baltimore, Quartermaster In
tho navy aviation service, waa killed
April 30 In an airplane accident In
France, tho Navy Department an-
nounced

2 FLIERS KILLED, 1 HURT,

Fifteenth Fatality at Kelly Field.
Texas.

San Antonio, Tex,, May 9, Lieut,
James T). May of New York city was
killed and Lieut. Mllo H. Milter of

atcrloo. Iowa, was seriously Injured
whon tho airplane In which they

were flying fell near this city. Tioth
men were pinned under the machine
when It fell. They were taken to the
base hospital at Fort Sam Houston,
where May died shortly afterward.

Lieut. May's nearest lehitlvo Is Isa-
bella Crosby, 128 Broadway, New Yoik.

Lawton, Okla., May 9. Lieut. George
Sherman, student officer at Post Field
school for aerial observers, was killed
lato y when his army airplane fell
300 feet.

Tho pilot of the machine was only
slightly Injured.

LLOYD GEORGE WINS

VOTE IN COMMONS

Continued from Flrtt Page.

combatants? They are not, If you be-

gin to make distinctions.
"Are the men who are under fire

every day making roads and tramways
and railways, who suffer severe casual-
ties, combatant! or Dots
any one mean to tell me that they are
not part of the flghtlng strength of the
army?"

Heading from a document which he
said came from Oen. Maurice's depart
ment nine days after the Premier's
speech the sentence, "From the state-
ment Included It wilt be seen that the
combatant strength of the British army
was greater on the 1st of January, 111,
than on the 1st of January, 191 T." the
Premier continued :

"I have been charged with misleading
the public and leaving the public to be-

lieve that at the time of the attack, the
allied position on the western front was
that we had a slight superiority In In-

fantry, a superiority In cavalry and a
superiority In artillery. Tho whole of
these figures were based ona statements
made by Oen. Maurice."

With reference to the extension of the
British front, after declaring that Oen.
Maurice, though at Versailles, was not
In the council chamber, the Premier said :

"There was not a single yard taken
over as the result of the Versailles
council. Although Oen. Maurice did not
say so, the real point waa this: It was
asked tn a question by Mr. I.ambert
whether this portion of the line had not
been taken over bj the War Cabinet
against the objection of Field Marshal
Ilalg and Gen. Robertson. There was
not a word of truth In It. Of course. Field
Marshal Ilalg was not anxious to ex-

tend his line, nor waa the War Cabinet.
The pressure from the French Govern-
ment and the French army wtis enor-
mous. What was done was not done In
response to pressure from the War Cab-
inet.

"o charge Against French.
"I am not suggesting for a moment

that our French allies were acting un-
fairly. There was considerable ferment
In France last year on the subject of
the length ofl the line held by the
French army. The French losses had
been enormous and they had sustained
the great strain of the fighting for three
years.

"There was a larger proportion of
French manhood put into the line than
In any other belligerent country'. They
held a front of 326 mile, we held 120
miles. Rut the Germans were massed
much more densely ajalnst our line, and
our lines wero much more vulnerable.
The French were pressing us to extend
our line in order that they might with-
draw men from the army for purposes of
agriculture. Their agricultural output
had fallen enormously and they found
it essentlil that they should withdraw
part of their men for the purpose of
cultivating their soil.

"The chief of the French staff and
Gen. Robertson and tho Cabinet felt
that It was Inevitable that during the
winter months there should be some ex-

tension and they acknowledged that
something had to be done to meet the
French demands."

The principles laid down by Gen. Rob-
ertson and accepted by the Cabinet
were: (I) They accepted In principle
that there niut be an extension of
the British tine; (2) that the time and
extent must be left to the two Com-
manders in Chief to settle together; (3)
that no extension was possible until the
offensive was over; (4)athat the line to
be taken over must depend upon the
military policy of 1918 and upon the role
assigned those armies.

Kvery one. said tho Premier, would
admit that those were sound proposals.
The Cabinet accepted them without
demur. They had never departed from
those principles one lota during the
negotiations. There waa a meeting at
Boulogne among Premier Lloyd George,
Gen. Robertson. M. Patnleve and Gen.
Foch, which had been summoned to dis-
cuss an Important queetlon concerning
the Foreign Office. M. Palnleve raised
the question of an extension of the
front.

Mistake In Tactics.
Mr. Lloyd George was not in the least

prepared for that and he told Gen. Rob-
ertson that it was a matter he must deal
with, and the whole matter was dealt
with by Gen. Robertson. In consequence
of this subject having been raised and
discussed at thlw conference Field Mar-
shal Hatg got the Impression that some
decision had been arrived at by the
Cabinet without his consent. Conse-
quently Oen. Robertson drew up the fol-
lowing memorandum:

"At the recent Boulogne conference
between the Prime Minister, M. Talnleve.
Gen. Foch and myself, the question of
extending our front was raised by the
French representative.

Mr. Lloyd George interjected: "Hav-
ing regard to the assertion that we over-tule- d

Field Marshal Hale and Gen. Rob-
ertson. I want the House to note these
words."

The memorandum continued : "Tho re
ply given was that, while li principle we
of course were ready to do whatever
could be done, the matter was one that
could not. le discussed In the absence of
Field Marshal Ilalg or during the con
tlnuance of tho present operation, and
that dup regard must also be had to the
plan of operations for next year.

"It was suggested as best for the
Field Marshal to come to an arrange-
ment with Gen. Petaln, when this could
be done. I am aware that no further
formal discussion has taken place and
the matter therefore cannot be regarded
as decided,

"Further. I feel sure that the War
Cabinet would not think of deciding such
an Important question without obtaining
Field Marshal Halg's view, and I am
replying to him In the above sense."

"That was on the 18th of October,"
said the Premier, "and the War Cabinet
fully approved of the communication.
Field Marshal Ilalg replied nt once that
threw a new light on the Boulogne de-
cision."

The Premier complained that although
it had been repeatedly asserted that
Field Marshal Hnlg waa not consulted
Halg's reply, explaining the new light,
was never mentioned.

On October 24 this question was flrlformally discussed with tho War Cabi-
net. There waa further pressure from
tho French Government, and Oen. Roh-eitso- n

gave his views concerning the
line the British ought to take. This
conclusion as recorded in the minutes
of the War Cabinet as follows:

"After hearing tho Chief of Staff tho
following conclusion was recorded: The
War Cabinet approved the suggestion of
the Chief of Staff that he should reply
to Field Marshal Halg In the following
sense: Tho War Cabinet Is of tho
opinion that in deciding to what extent
the British troops can take over the line
from the French regard must bo had to
tho necessity for giving them a reason-
able opportunity for leave for rest and
training during the winter months and
for the plan of operations for next year,
and, further, thnt while the present offen-
sive continues it wilt not bo possible to
coinmenco taking over more ground.

"The general military policy for next
year is now under consideration and will
subsequently form the subjeot of a con-
ference with the allied Governments. In
these circumstances the War Cabinet
fears that until this policy Is settled It
will be premature to decide finally
whether the British front can bo extend-
ed by four divisions or to a greater or
less extont thsn this.. That was com-
municated to Field Marshal Ilalg and
never departed from."

The Tremler continued: "Afterward
came Uio Cambral incident and the Ital

'
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ian dlsastei, Which ntoeeeltated our!
ending troopa from France. Hut made

It difficult for the Field Marshal to carry
out the promise he had made to Oen,
Petaln for a certain extension, which
waa not aa large aa (he one which aub.
aequently took place, it waa then that
the present French Premier came In,
and he Is not an easy gentleman to
refuse, (Laughter and cheers.) He waa
very Insistent that the British army
should take the line over. We stood by
the position that that was for decision
by the commander In chief. We never
swerved from that position.

"At Isst Premier Clemenceau sug-
gested that the one should be examined
by the military representatives at Ver-
sailles, and that the Versailles Council
should decide If there were any differ-
ence of opinion. The military repre-
sentatives at Versailles examined the
question, and the only Interference, If It
was Interference, of the War Cabinet
waa that they communicated with the
chief of staff, who we thought was In
France at the time, and Field Marshal
Halg to make the strongest possible
case for the British view. That was the
only Interference so far aa the British
Cabinet was ooncerned. The military
representatives at Versailles suggested
a compromise between the British and
French view, coupling it with the recom-
mendation that steps ought to be taken
by the French army to assist the British
If attacked.

Hal and Petals Met.
'That recommendation was to come

up for discussion at the meeting of the
Versailles Council on February 1. Be-
fore that meeting Field Marshal Ilalg
and Oen. Petaln met and entered Into
an agreement for an extension of the
front to Barlssy (?), and Field Marshal
Halg reported that to the Versailles
Council. No further extension of the
line occurred.

'That Is the whole story, and I want
to make it perfectly plain that Field
Marshal Halg s action in taking over
the extension had the full approval of
the British Cabinet, having regard for
the pressure from the French authori
ties. Field Marahal Halg had no on?
iiqii uui id miKo me exiensiun. tie was.
In our Judgment, absolutely right in
that course. Naturally he would have
preferred not to have done tt.

"What haa been the result? There
have been pernicious rumors, full of
mischief, full of harm so far as the
British army la concerned, that we. In
spite of the remonstrances of Halg and
Robertson, forced them to take a risk
they ought never to have taken Doea
any one suppose that Field Marahal
Hatg would for a moment have accepted
such responsibility.'

"I am not sorry that this opportunity
has been given to dispose once for all
o fthese rumors. But the real lesson of
this discussion about the extension of
tho line was the Importance of the unity
of command, and it would never have
arisen but for that. Instead of separate
army commands we have now one united
army and one commander responsible
for the whole and ecry part. I am
glad of that.

Gen. Maarlce Aaaalled.
"But it was not so much a question

of length of line. It waa a question of
the reserves maased behind them. There
are two general considerations to which
I must refer. I would like to say some-
thing about tho effect of such action as
Gen. Maurice's on the discipline of the
amy. It was a flagrant breach of disci-
pline, which 1 regret. Mr. Asqulth failed
to appreciate this.

"If there was a vote of censure on the
Government we could not possibly con
tinue operations If It carried, and Mr.
Asqulth would then be responsible for
the Government." Cries of "No! No!"
cheera and "Walt and see!"

The premier continued his reference
to Gen. Maurice's breach of discipline
and asserted that he ought to have tried
everything before he did such a thing.
Then he said :

"I wonder If It Is worth while to make
another appeal to all sections of the
country. These controversies are dis-
tracting, paralysing, rending. It Is dif-
ficult enough for any Ministers to do
their work fighting this war. We had
months of controversy over unity of com-
mand. This Is really a sort of remnant
of that controversy National unity Is
threatened, the unity of the army is
threatened.

"We have been occupied tn hunting up
records, minutes, letters, interviews,
raking up what happened over a whole
twelve months in the War Cabinet, and
this at such a moment.

Ready to Fend Foe's Blorr.
"I have Just returned from Frsnce.

where the Generals were telling me how
the Germans wero silently preparing
perhaps for the biggest blow of the war.
These things are happening now. They
are asking me for certain help. I have
brought home a list of things they
want done, and I wanted to attend to
them.

"I really beg for our common country,
the fate of which Is In the balance now
and In tho next few weeks. I beg and
Implore that there should be an end to
this sniping,"

Continuing, with referen-- e to Gen.
Maurice's charges, the Premier said:

"It wsb his duty to go first of all to
the Cabinet or to the Minister Impugned
and point out the mistake and ask him
to correct It. Never a syllable wss there
until I saw his letter In the newspapers.
I say I have been treated badly. Per-
haps Gen. Maurice thought It was his
business to approach his own Chief of
Staff first."

The Premier favored a Judicial in-
quiry because Judges were accustomed
to give a short, sharp decision. Mr.
Asqulth had asked him whst had hap-
pened slnco Tuesday to which he re-

plied:

Publicity la Offered.
"Since Tuesday It has become clear

from the statement of the press which
support Mr. Asqulth that no decision
of any secret tribunal would bo ac-
cepted. But those who are egging on
the former Premier, prodding him and
suggesting that he ought to do this or
that to embarrasa tho Government, will
go on exactly as they have before
The Government have therefore decided
to give the facts in public and let' the
public Judge."

Tho Premier said Mr. Asqulth spoke
as If the whole press was supporting tho
Government. He added :

"I will point out that In the last two
or thrco years, since I have thrown my-
self into tho vigorous prosecution of the
war, I have been drenched with 'cocoa'
slop."

The "cocoa press" Is the. Roily AVice
group of newspapers controlled by Quak-
ers, formerly tho Premier's strongest
supporters.

The Premier, discussing Oen. Maur-
ice's action, said he had ascertained
that Maurice had never made repie-mutatio-

to the chief of staff on the
subject.

"Yet." the Premier continued sar-
castically, "this is so Important that a
select committee must be set up to In-
quire Into It, so important as to Justify
Gen. Maurice trampling on the King's
regulations and setting up an example
of Ir.dlcclplliio to the whole army."

Fact's Are Offered Publicity.
Both he and Mr. Bonar Law were

anxious for an examination of their
statements by a perfectly Impartial
tribunal. There waa a mass of confi-
dential documents Involved, and he
maintained that a select committee was
not the best tribunal to investigate facts
when passions were aroused. The House
of Commons long ago came to a similar
decision when such questions aa dis-
puted elections were Involved. Mr. As-
qulth had deprecated a select committee
to. Investigate the Mesopotamia situa

tion for reasons which the Premier, con-
sidered right.

In presenting his motion Mr. Asqulth
said:

"I suggest to the House that In the
common Interest of the Government
themselves, the army, the State, tho Al-

lies and of unhampered prosecution of
the war, to set up a tribunal of Inquiry
which from Its constitution and power
would be able to Ms prompt, decisive
and authoritative Judgment. '

"I hope that In regard to some of these
matters there has been a genulno and
honest misunderstanding."

Mr. Bonar Law suggested that he
knew of no member of the House who
waa not either friendly or unfriendly to
the Government and would not start
with prejudice.

Mr. Asqulth said : "I am sorry to hear
that the Chancellor of the exchequer,
as leader of this House and custodian
and trustee of Its great traditions, should
think. It right or evsn decent to sug-
gest that you cannot get five men who
are not so steeped In party prejudice
that upon a pure Issue et fact thsy can-
not be trusted to give Judgment. I
leave It there."

The Premier then mid: "A dis-
tinguished General who for good or bad
reasons has ceased to occupy an office
he held for two years has. after he left
that office challenged the statements
made by two Ministers during the time
he waa In office. During that time he
never challenged those statements, when
he not merely had access to official In-

formation, but to the Ministers them-
selves."

Ranks Shonld Close Vp.

He appealed to Mr. Asqulth, who, he
said, "has always acted In a patrlotlo
way on every occasion," not to proceed
with tho motion. In the Interest of the
country, of the dignity of the House
and the relations between the civil and
military powers, as well as an example
to the people of the country, who are
going through a very trying time. 'They
should close, up their ranas," he con-

cluded.
Lord Hugh Cecil, member of the Privy

Council, said the Premier had made a
brilliant speech that waa more effective
as an attack on Gen. Maurice than as a
defence of the Government. He ap-
pealed to the Government, not to cling
to office, but when convinced that they
could not command a great body of the
national support, without which any
Government la useless In time of war,
they should resign and so enable tt to
be seen whether a stronger Government
could not be formed.

After he had spoken a few minor
members mado brief remarks. Amid
cries of "Divide !" closure was proposed
and accepted.

Immediately after Mr. Asqulth s mo
tion was rejected the Premier left the
House, being loudly cheered.

VICTORY OF PREMIER
SEEN AS A TRIUMPH

Pacifists Said to Have Been
Hie Chief Critics.

Sl'iinl Cable Dttrotch to Tni Sex ron th
London Timet.

CepyrtfAl, Mil; all HfMt rttenei.
London', May 9, Leas than two hours

after Parliament had met this afternoon
the man in the street was saying the
Premier had scored a distinct triumph
His reference to the "cocoa press"
printed In afternoon papers aroused the
enthusiasm of supporters of the Govern
ment. This referred particularly to the
morning Daily Keut and the Evening
Star, which both are mainly owned by

the Cadbury family of the great cocoa
firm, which for several years has been
twitted for fighting atoutly In behalf of
free trade except for cocoa, upon which
they enjoyed duty. Both the Dolly
.Veuf and the Star have been classed
aa leadera of the pacifist press and vlru
lently agatnat Llyod George.

The Evening .Vrurs thus describes the
scene: "It Is significant of the proceed
ings In the House of Commons this
afternoon thst tho bench pacifist club
was filled early. Ramsay Macdonald
was not present, but he arrived well in
time for what tho pacifists had hoped
would be the "execution scene,

"The Nationalists were unanimously
absent- - Other tac
ticians, small and large, and anti-Lloj- d

George epeclallsti In particular, were all
there for the1 operation.

"But the atmosphere and thunder of a
first class crlMs were mlsjlng. True,
there were notable people in the gal-
leries. The Archbishop of Canterbury
had his historic place over the clock.

"Pringle had a little chat with Carson
and that extraordinary war winner,
Outhwalte. made n pleasant little gift
to the German wireless by dropping the
adjectlvea. 'incompetent and corrupt.'
Into an attack on the Government which
wss disguised as a question. (Pringle
and Outhwalte are aggreaslve pacifists.)

"it seemed quite clear from the man-
ner of the house that the 'execution' for
which the pacifist had once hoped had
been csncellcd. For cxmple. It was sis-- ,
nlflcant that none of the flghtlns mem- - '

bers of Parliament had come bark from
France to fight for a change In the Gov.
ernment which presumably meant that
the fight at the front was mill more im-

portant than the old gang and pacifists
produced on the Westminster front to-

day.
"As the time for the Asqulth motion

approached the Peers flocked to their
gallery and the M. P.'s overflowed theirs.
The Italian Ambassador was one.of sev-er-

well known men in the diplomatic
seats. Asqulth entered with McKenna
st 3:37 P. M. He did not received a
single cheer or a whisper of applause.
When the Prime Minister arrived five
minutes later a questlonwaH interrupted
by a warm roll of cheering."

REGARDED AS FINAL.

nellef That Vote Will flrlns, find
in Bitter Campaign.

ipecial Coble tetpate to The Sin from (',
London Timet.

Copurioht, 191S; it right! rtterved,
London, May 10 (Friday). The

Times, commenting on the Premier's
large majority in the House of Com-
mons yesterday, says it hopes the Prime
Minister's statement will settlo finally
the whole campaign of misrepresenta-
tion and Intrigue which has obstructed
every stage of the establishment of
military unity with the French.

The Daily Mall has a headline of one
nord that expresses t opinion of the
debate; It Is "Squashed."
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87 CIVILIANS IN

AMIENS KILLED

City, Now Evncuat?ti, Fast Be
ing Wrecked Deliberately

by Germans.

Kli tkt Aitoelatti rrett.
Os tub French Front in France,

May 8 (delayed). The German artil
lery, under orders from tho Prussian
and Bavarian Crown Princes, Is doing
Its utmost to turn Amiens Into another
Rhelms. Plcardy's capital already has
suffered terribly from this effort to
carry out tho German Idea of striking
terror Into the fatherland's enemies by
the destruction of their most loved
works of art, and every day adds to Its
suffering.

The correspondent to-d- went nil

ever tho nbandoncd city and observed
the effects of the bombardment, which
lias turned parts of the town Into heaps
of ntlns and killed fifty-tw- o men
civilian?, thirty women and five chil-

dren, besides wounding sixty-tw- o men,
forty-eig- women nnd nineteen chil-

dren before the populntlon had an op-

portunity to evacuate the place. .Since
the Germans have been within cannon

of Amiens after their; recent
during the offensive they linvo

hurled no fewer thah H.S00 shells, mostly
six Inch and eight Inch, Into tho city.

livery Indication pojnts to a syste-
matic effort to destroy the public build-
ings, n the cnthedrnl ha:i been struck
by shells which hnve pierced tiin roof
and walls, and the object of firing In-

cessantly upon the town cannot be ex-

plained except upon the assumption that
It In carried out with the purely barbar-
ous Idea of tho destruction of tho beau-
tiful objects It contains.

This follows from the fact that no
troops whatever nro In the city nnd that
tho railroad passing through It Is not
In use. Tho cannonade generally ceases
nt nightfall, only to be replaced by air
raids, which occur almost every night.
Acrlnl tdrpedos tn the number of 680
have been launched from airplanes upon
various parts of the city.

As moit of the shells and torpedoes

aro of tho Incendiary type they i9caused .enormous damage, m that
to tho present 1,200 house h.ne been
destroyed. When the fliemen, who gji.
lantly stuck to their poMn, hao at-

tempted to extinguish tho flames th
Germnn gunners, seeing the glare, nf n,c
flro they hnd caused, have continued to
throw in shells upon the epot, uhiln m
night the German airmen hnve circled
high over the blare and dropped mcic
bombs.

The ralhcdral, which poMei?ei the
finest Gothic, nave In existence, so far
hns escaped serious damage, but any
moment may sec Irreparable, Injurv
dono It, as projectiles continue to fan
all around It.

The task of the authorltlea In gettlni;
the people away when they discovered
tho Intentions of tho Germans to de.
etroy the city was u tremendnui one, m
the refugees from the devastated ts

had Increased the population tn
120,000, all of whom had to lie removed
from danger, within n few days, Tln
scrangements. however, Worked per-
fectly nnd all the people aro now- - fafcty
housed elsewhere.

All traffic Is forbidden to enter (hs
city so that the enemy may not have
grounds for declaring the bombardment
one of military exigency.
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